
While driving from Westport to Wadhams,
we saw two cross-country skiers emerge
from woods at the top of a hill and glide

down into a little valley.  Were they also going to 
Wadhams? And then to Essex?  If so, their journey
achieves a goal of Champlain Area Trails — to create
trails for people to hike
and ski from hamlet to
hamlet where they 
patronize local businesses
and benefit us all.  
As you read our second
Annual Report, take pride
in the accomplishments
you make happen.  We’ve
made great progress —
we’re completing the
Essex-Westport Trail, the
new Cheney Mt. Trail in
Moriah is already popular,
the Woods-and-Swale
Trail just opened in Westport, we’ll soon have new trails
in Elizabethtown and Willsboro, and plans have begun
for trails into other communities.
We recently celebrated closing on our first conservation
easement.  And stay tuned — in partnership with Open
Space Institute and others, we’re building a more robust
Champlain Valley Conservation Partnership to greatly 
advance land conservation goals.  
To build public support, advance understanding of the
local environment, and develop the next generation of

trail-keepers, we completed the youth portion of the
Central Champlain Valley Outdoor Education Plan and
are starting on the adult part so there will be a 
coordinated approach to increasing outdoor education.  
A huge sign of progress is that local leaders and business
owners acknowledge how CATS trails are bringing 

people and communities
together to cooperate
more on shared 
economic interests.
These accomplishments
may sound easy and yet it
takes tremendous effort
to create trails, save 
land, increase outdoor
education, and coordinate
a new non-profit.  It is
certainly fun, but such a
challenge when you think
of all there is to 
do — so many people to

talk with, trails to explore, land at risk, and so little time.
And that is why your support is so empowering. 
It’s easy to visualize getting from A to Z; the hard part
is getting from B to Y.  But like walking on a trail, we
are proceeding step-by-step down the path of challenges,
opportunities, setbacks, and progress to attain our goals.
Thank you for helping to clear the trail. 

Katharine Preston, Chair
Chris Maron, Executive Director
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Operating Funds
Beginning Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$72,440
Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150,909
Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .106,794
Restricted Funds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48,430
Operating Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$68,125

Revenues
Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .137,730
Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,340
Raffle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .290
Total Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143,360
Transfer from Restricted Funds  . . . . . . . . .7,549
TOTAL INCOME  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150,909

Expenses

2011 Achievements
2012 Initiatives
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Champlain Area Trails is creating a 

network of hiking/skiing trails in New York’s

Champlain Valley that links communities,

connects people to nature, enhances economic

vitality and protects habitat, farmland, clean

water, and scenic vistas.  We envision the

Champlain Valley with conserved forests and

farmland surrounding vibrant hamlets with

people hiking and skiing between communities

and patronizing local businesses.  The key to

success is conservation of the landscape so 

natural and scenic resources sustain local 

communities, attract visitors and new residents,

and provide habitat for native plants and animals.

At our small B&B in Elizabethtown, the guests

are thrilled to have the CATS brochure with

local trail maps.  Many want to hike and enjoy the beauty

of the surrounding area, not spend an entire day climbing

a mountain. CATS trails offer them this option. For

guests who have visited many times, they are excited to hike

new trails.  CATS brochure and website has brought us

business as people see that the trails are for everyone.

– Gail  & Ron Testa, Namaste Inn B&B, Elizabethtown

“ “
2011 UNAUDITED RESULTS

Katharine Preston – Chair
Sheri Amsel – Vice Chair
Bill Amadon – Treasurer
James Phillips – Secretary

George Davis • John Davis • Mike Davis
Steven Kellogg • Bruce Klink
Anne Lincoln • Aaron Woolf

CATS STAFF
Chris Maron – Executive Director

Joanna Bateman – Communications Director

CATS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Program Services  . . . . . . . . . . .$87,502
Fundraising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,775
Mgt/Admin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8,517
TOTAL EXPENSES  . . . . . . .$106,794

-  82%
- 10%  
- 8%

- 100%
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CATS COMPLETES ITS FIRST 

CONSERVATION PROJECT
2011 Achievements:

Saving Land

Champlain Area Trails calls its land protection program the “Champlain Valley

Conservation Partnership” to emphasize that cooperation is the key to conservation – it

amplifies individual actions, broadens the base of support, and leads to success. 

CATS’ FIRST PROJECT:  THE JOHNSON FARM AND FOREST 

77 acres, Champlain – On December 30,

2011 CATS completed its first land protection

project when Ray and Lola Johnson donated

a conservation easement to protect their

beloved property in Clinton County.  Our

partnership with the Johnsons conserved 

productive farmland, biologically diverse

woodlands, a large wetland, and 2,950 feet of

shoreline on Carbeau Creek, an important 

tributary of the Great Chazy River.

SPRUCE MILL BROOK
264 acres, Lewis – Four siblings wanted to

honor their parents whose property in the

Split Rock Wildway features 1.6 miles of

Spruce Mill Brook.  They contacted CATS

Director Chris Maron who arranged a bar-

gain sale of the property (part sale, part 

donation).  Because of its wilderness features,

CATS enlisted Northeast Wilderness Trust

as a partner to purchase the property.  CATS

will help raise its acquisition costs.

The Johnson property features beautiful Carbeau Creek.

Spruce Mill Brook has great fish habitat.
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CATS OPENS THE NEW 

CHENEY MOUNTAIN TRAIL 

IN MORIAH

2011 Achievements:
Making Trails

We are creating a network of hiking/skiing trails to 

connect communities in New York’s Champlain 

Valley. Our initial trails have been in the

Westport/Essex/Willsboro area so we were pleased when Moriah 

officials contacted us to coordinate making a new trail on town-owned

land.  We explored the property with Town Board members and 

interested citizens to settle on an excellent route to amazingly beautiful

views and then coordinated volunteer projects to create the trail.

Cheney Mountain Trail is already becoming a popular hiking 

destination and is featured in efforts promoting the local economy.   

As the last addition to the Adirondack Park, the Champlain Valley

has little public land, which limits hiking and skiing opportunities.

CATS is addressing this by developing trails so people can enjoy the

outdoors, experience the local environment, and stay healthy.

CATS volunteers cleared the Cheney Mountain trail to showcase its
spectacular views.                                   

Photo by Malinda Chapman
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CATS AND CAMPERS MAKE NEW

TRAIL IN WESTPORT
2011 Achievements:

Making Trails
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The Lee Trust, a family which has

owned its land in Westport since the

early 1800s, graciously allowed

CATS to develop the new “Woods and Swale

Trail” as the gateway trail leading from West-

port to Essex.  Getting permission for the trail

and scoping its route are first steps in making a

trail.  Clearing branches and fallen logs comes

next.  These North Country Campers worked

one morning last summer to clear fallen

branches, like those pictured above, to make an easier path that thousands of people will enjoy in coming years.  

Many of the campers were from urban areas so when one remarked, “I always wondered how trails were made,” it

became clear that the morning was a learning experience for them all.  CATS thanks North Country Camp for

clearing the trail on that beautiful morning and all the volunteers who make and maintain our trails.  

North Country campers enjoyed cutting fallen logs and branches to develop the new Woods and Swale Trail.
Photos by Elizabeth Lee 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION

& THE FIRST CATS

TRAVEL WRITING CONTEST

2011 Achievements:
Education

CATShosted the first in a series of travel

writing contests to boost the local 

economy through outdoor recreation

based tourism. We want people who are researching vacation destinations

online to see the contest’s articles about NY’s Champlain Valley and get

inspired to come here, enjoy the outdoors, visit local businesses, and tell

others about this beautiful area.

The Fall Contest’s First Prize went to 9th-grader Peter Hartwell and his tutor,

David Thomas-Train who wrote of nature explorations, Westport historical

sites and local farms. The People’s Choice prize went to Jesse Wimett, who

named her baby on a CATS trail. And what’s the little girl’s name?  “Amaya,”

which is the Basque word for “a great resolution”—the title of her article. 

THE CENTRAL CHAMPLAIN VALLEY 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION PLAN FOR ALL AGES
A group of individuals seated in a room recalls early outdoor experiences:

a Boy Scout trip up Mount Marcy, excursions – fishing, boating, 

sledding, swimming, or hiking with Girl Scouts, friends, neighbors, 

parents, grandparents and siblings.  Wonder is expressed about sleeping

under the stars and a first overnight camping trip.  The room is quiet as

memories are called forth and shared.  Thus began a series of meetings to

develop the youth portion of a plan to increase outdoor education.

CATS is developing the Outdoor Education Action Plan, funded by a

J.C. Kellogg Foundation grant, so people living in and visiting the 

central Champlain Valley will know more about its amazing local 

environment.  The plan will promote cooperation among outdoor 

educators, schools, family groups, and communities to get more children

outside, increase outdoor recreation for adults, and encourage better 

public health.  It will also produce the next generation of trail stewards and

build support for conserving the valley’s woods, wetlands, and natural areas.

Champlain Area Trails provide lifelong 
learning experiences.

Educators, naturalists and community members
developed strategies to increase outdoor education.

Jesse Wimmett and Amaya

Peter Hartwell & David Thomas-Train
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EVENTS TO HONOR TRAILS, 

INCREASE AWARENESS, 

AND HAVE FUN

2011 Achievements:
Events
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Protecting Natural Habitat, Farmland, Clean Water, and Scenic Vistas
• Conserve a 319-acre farm in Willsboro
• Make robust strides with the Champlain Valley Conservation Partnership
• Move forward with Long Pond Watershed Protection Project
• Advance the ongoing land protection projects

Creating Trails that Provide Healthy Outdoor Recreation for Everyone
• Complete the Essex to Westport Trail Loop
• Extend trail to Willsboro
• Develop trail along Boquet River in Elizabethtown
• New trails in Westport, Willsboro, Moriah, and Lewis

Connecting People to Nature through Outdoor Education
• Complete and begin implementing the Central Champlain Valley Outdoor Education Plan
• Host hikes, events, and speakers

Promoting Economic Vitality
• Coordinate Spring, Summer, and Fall Travel-Writing Contests
• Use trails to link communities, attract visitors, & encourage cooperation to provide services
• Encourage local farming as part of Champlain Valley Farming Initiative

2012 – 2013 INITIATIVES  

Acclaimed author, Bill

McKibben, was the

featured speaker at the 

“Celebrate Champlain Area

Trails” event on National

Trails Day, June 5.  In his

book Wandering Home: A

Long Walk across America's Most Hopeful Landscape, Bill

writes of a three-week hiking trip through the 

Champlain Valley.  He congratulated CATS for

strengthening local communities by making trails that

bring people together.  We designed the event to include

families by having activities and a hike for kids. 

CATS & Northeast Wilderness Trust co-hosted the

“Get Wild and Connected” series: 

• Naturalist Alcott Smith led a hike in the Split Rock

Wildway and explained “How Wildlife Prepare for the

Cold.”

• “Cougar ReWilding” president Chris Spatz spoke

about the absence of cougars in the eastern United

States and the need to reintroduce them to create a

more healthy ecosystem. 

• Sue Morse, the wildlife tracker, photographer, and

founder of Keeping Track, gave an excellent 

presentation titled “Wild, Yet Wonderfully Near Us: 

Bobcats Return to the Champlain Valley.”



KEYSTONE SUPPORTER

The Klipper Family Fund

Barbara and Ken Adams
Ann and Dr. Robert Akeret
Olive Alexander
Lawson and A. Clinton Allen
William Amadon
Russell Ames
Sheri Amsel
Ellen and McCutcheon Anderson
Anonymous
Arnhold Foundation
Elizabeth and Arthur Auch
Betsy Bacot-Aigner
Marguerite and George Banks
Linda and William Bardeen
Susan Mandler and Robert Barnett
Larry Barns
Theresa and David Bartz
Walter Bartz
Rachel Kirk Rice and Dick Beamish
Kathleen Seguin and Gale Benn 
Ralph W. Bennett
Ethel Bernard
Jeff Bigelow
John Bingham
Anne and Benjamin Brewster
Elise and Fred Brink
Sheera and Thomas Broderick
Mary D. and Dr. John Brust
Eileen and Jere Buch
Mary-Nell Bockman and Andy Buchanan
Shirley and James Bullard
Elaine and Russell Burke
Mary and Tim Burke
Patricia and Robert Burley
Nancy and John Buttimer
Alto Jo Longware and Brad Caldwell
Margaret and Charles Cammack
Camp Pok-O-Moonshine
Paula and Tim Castner
Claudia and Dean Caveney
Champlain National Bank
Malinda and Glen Chapman
Antonia Bullard and Thurston Clark
Elisabeth and Jeffrey Clock
Mary and Philip Correll
Joan and John Dalton
Susan Bacot-Davis and George Davis
Mary Rothwell Davis and Evan Davis
Melissa and Gordon Davis
Denise Wilson and John Davis
Laurie and Michael Davis
Caroline and James Dawson
Leanna and Richard DeNeale
Eleanor Berger and Michael DiNunzio
Sarah Disney
Arthur Dodge
Dogwood Bread Company
Mary Kay and Dr. Thomas Doolittle

Patricia and Jacob Dresden
Catharine Seidenberg and Tom Duca
Maureen Ecclesine
Eddy Foundation
Elizabeth A. Eddy Trust
Kerri and Courtney Fair
Neal Fee
Jacquetta and Lowell Feldman
Wendy Meguid and Michael Fergot
John Ferree
Mary White-Ferris and Douglas Ferris
Diane and Peter Fish
Carolyn Fine Friedman and
Jeremiah Friedman
Matt Foley  
G.E. Foundation
Mary and Mark Gibson
Kathleen and Keith Giles
Augusta and Walt Gladding
Robert and Anne Goble
Norma Goff
Carolyn Golojuch
David Goldwasser
Sandra and John Goodroe
Lynn Grivakes
Bonnie and Albert Haberle
Janice and George Hainer
Daphne Hallowell
Meredith and Joseph Hanna
Marsha and Dr. William Harbison
Peggy and Jeb Hart
Nancy and Thomas Hayhurst
Leslie and George Hearn
Janice Kyle and Hans Heimlein
James Higgins
Hillary and Matthew Hinge
Barbara and Robert Hoffman
Ann Ruzow Holland and David Holland
Sarah Holland
Katherine and Brian Houseal
Courtney and Kenneth Hughes
Margaret and John Hunn
Rachel Hunter
Patricia and Robert Ingram
Francisca Irwin
Amy and Robert Ivy
Lola and Raymond Johnson
Sally P. Johnson
Meredith and William Johnston
Elizabeth Jones
Janne Abreo and Daniel Keegan
Helen and Steven Kellogg
Charles E. Kilbourne III
Mary Bell and James Kinley
Lucinda and Robert Kirk
Phyllis and Robert Klein
Bruce Klink
Eileen and Philip Knowles
Nancy and Richard Kohler
William Krueger
Lake Placid Pub and Brewery

Dianne and David Lansing
Linda and David Lartaud
Carole and Richard Lear
Joshua Leichter
Franz Leichter
Shirley and Roy Lerman
Renee Rosch Lewis and Charles Lewis
Anne and David Lincoln
Melvin Longware
Michelle and Chris Maron
Mary Anne and Tom Mangano
Happy and James Marsh
Thomas Marshall
Mimi Lane and David Martin
Mimi and Jon McBride
Charlotte and Dan McCormick
Theresa and William McCutcheon
Peggy McGarrahan
William McHone
Beverly McIntyre
Annie and Shelling McKinley
Jean and Terrence McMahon
Amy and David McNamara
John McWilliam
Matthew Medler
Ingrida and Kristaps Miemis
Katherine Leichter and Andrew Moran
Jo Ann and Ben Morris
Gerald Morrow
Nancy Lindquist and Clyde Morse
Barbara Moses-Hatch
Kathy Kelley and Paul Mudie
Carol and Nicholas Muller
Nikki and James Murphy
Sarah French and Holger Nissan
Jim Northup
Elizabeth and Ray Olson
Nancy Page
Patty and Peter Paine
Meredith and Edward Parsons
Pat Parsons
Pat O'Brien Parsons Fund
Elizabeth and George Pataki 
Katherine and John Patterson
Carolyn Phillips
Cheryl Phillips
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Jill Piper
Julie and Dr. Mark Pohlman
Katharine Preston 
Robert Preyer
Nancy Pribble
Pride of Ticonderoga
Katie Hearn and Kevin Raines
Elizabeth Rapalee
Julie and Brad Rascoe
Wilburta and Anthony Reale
Sue and Clayton Reaser
Margaret Reinckens
Vivian and Alvin Reiner
Beryl and Vincent Reneau

Shirley Blum and Carl Resek
Margaret and David Reuther
Linda and Richard Rockefeller
Astri and John Roemischer
Rogers - Carroll Family Foundation
Alison Weld and Charles Russell
Denise Scheinberg
Cynthia Schira
Mary Anne and Peter Schultz
Cynthia and Michael Seligmann
Betsey Blackmer and William Serjak
Shirley and Charles Shamel
Cena and Kevin Shaw
Melissa and Steven Shepstone
Leslie and Lawrence Shipps
Sam Sills
Baxter Simmons
Jim Simmons
Elinor and Joel Siner
Augusta Wilson and Timothy Singer 
Patricia and Henry Sprague
Linda Twigfire and Lesley Steele
Pierre Boutan and Caryl Stewart
Martha and John Storey
Jessica and Matthew Storey
Hilary and Thomas Stransky
Lauren Murphy and John S. Swan
Vito Arste and Martha Swan
Megan Murphy and Eric Teed
Mary Lou and Dr. Robert Thall
Delia and Charles Thompson
Elizabeth and David Tisdale
Marie and Harry Tobiassen
George Topka
Virginia Touhey
Caroline Treadwell
June and Robert Tur
Robin and Albert Ulmer
Turtle Island Cafe
Beverly and Richard Van Duyne
Colleen and James Van Hoven
Dorothy Voorhis
Patricia and John Walker
Carmen and Matthew Walker
Marcy and Wade Weathers
Sandra and Bruce Weimann
Candace Weir
David and Candace Weir Foundation
Jori and Andy Wekin
Jocelyn Wenk
Carole and Charles West
Mona White
Polly and Dr. Peter White
Eleanor and Willis White
Elena Borstein and Iain Whitecross
Arline Whitlock
Patricia and Roger Williams
Carolyn Sicher and Aaron Woolf
Mark P. Yolles
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WE SINCERELY THANK THE 2011 DONORS TO 

Champlain Area Trails 


